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Youth Initiative Participates in Bill Gates Foundation’s
 Polio Eradication Initiatives
An ancient sculpture of a priest with paralyzed lower limbs in 1500 BC goes to show just how many millennia polio has persisted. During the early 20th century, the western world was once plagued by high prevalence of polio. Since then, scientists and medical professionals have begun to delve into polio vaccination research and strategies to combat the disease.
In an effort to mitigate the spread of polio, Rotary International had launched a worldwide project in 1985, and in 2007, World Health Assembly had launched a global-wide polio-eradication initiative. The Bill Gates Foundation and Rotary International had donated up to $3 billion to these efforts, constituting an important milestone in medical history.
	In 2011, with the support of leaders from Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia and other countries, the Bill Gates Foundation announced that it would help create a world of “zero polio” and make polio eradication its priority. Canadian Prime Minister at the time Harper said: “Canada has regarded polio eradication as an important part of its mission in Afghanistan, especially in the present time. If we do not eradicate it, we will face the risk of polio’s return, not only in nations that are currently plagued by it – the world could be endangered.”
	Decades of efforts have led to a sharp decline in global polio prevalence, with up to 350,000 cases in the late 1980s now down to 29 cases in 2018. Bill Gates mentioned in a 2018 interview that as we get closer to the goal of complete eradication, the more challenging the effort becomes. “The 29 cases in 2018 are a little more than the 22 cases in 2017. I underestimated the difficulty of vaccinating children in places where there is political violence and war. Family members are walking around to escape the fighting, which makes it difficult to locate children and ensure that they receive all necessary vaccine doses. In other cases, sewage systems are destroyed and the virus spreads when the patient comes into contact with an infected person’s excrement.” Bill Gates said that he is testing a new type of oral vaccine and hopes that the community will continue to support it. He believes we will soon achieve the goal of “zero polio”.
	The annual China International Children’s Comic Contest, organized by the non-profit Youth Initiative organization, will not only cultivate outstanding young artists, but also lead young and talented children to care for the world through this platform. In cooperation with Rotary International, this year’s Cartoon Competition helps contribute to the Bill Gates’ Polio Eradication Project. 
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